
Year 1 — Curriculum 

 

ART 

National curriculum: 

 

EXPLORING & DEVELOPING IDEAS

-Explore the differences and similarities within 
the and designers in 
different times and cultures.  

-Review what they and others have don and say 
what they think and feel about it. E.G -
Annotate sketchbook 

   change in their current 
work or develop in their future work.  

  
-Use a variety of tools,  inc. pencils, rubbers, 
crayons, pastels, felt tips, charcoal, ballpoints, 
chalk and other dry media. 
-Use a sketchbook to gather and collect  
artwork. 
-Begin to explore the use of line, shape and col-
our  

PAINTING 
-Use a variety of tools and techniques including 
the use of different brush sizes and types 
-Mix and match colours to artefacts and 
objects. 
-Work on different scales. 
-Mix secondary colours and shades using  differ-
ent types of paint. 
-Create different textures 

PRINTING 
-Make marks in print with a        

including natural and made       objects. 
-Carry out different printing 

block, relief and resist     print-
ing. 
-Make rubbings. 
-Build a repeating pattern and recognise pat-
tern in the environment.  

TEXTILES / COLLAGE 
-Use a variety of techniques, e.g. weaving, finger 
knitting, fabric crayons, sewing and binca. 
-How to thread a needle, cut, glue and trim mate-
rial. 
-Create images from imagination, experience or 
observation. 
-Use a wide variety of media, inc. photocopied 
material, fabric, plastic, tissue, magazines, crepe 
paper, etc.  

 
-Manipulate clay in a variety of ways, e.g. 
rolling, kneading and shaping. 
-Explore sculpture with a range of malleable 
media, especially clay. 

and join recy-
cled, natural and  man-made materials. 
-Explore shape and form.  

BREADTH OF STUDY 
-Work on their own, and collaboratively with 
others, on projects in 2 and 3 dimensions 
and on different scales. 
-Use ICT 

   art, craft and 
design.  

MUSIC 

National curriculum: 

-To find their singing voice and use their voices confi-
dently. 
-Sing a melody accurately at their own pitch. 
-Sing with a sense of awareness of pulse and control of 
rhythm. 
-Recognise phrase lengths and know when to breathe. 
-Sing songs expressively. 
-Follow pitch movements with their hands and use high, 
low and middle voices. 
-Begin to sing with control of pitch (e.g.    following the 
shape of the melody). 
-Sing with an awareness of other  performers.  

-Recall and remember short songs and sequences 
and patterns of sounds. 
-Respond physically when performing, composing 
and appraising music. 

    
     

 
        

-I           
 

 long      
-Perform a rhythm to a given pulse. 
-Begin to internalise and create rhythmic patterns. 
-Accompany a chant or song by clapping or playing the 
pulse or rhythm.  

 
-To explore different sound sources. 
-Make sounds and recognise how they can give a mes-
sage 

   la   
-Create and chose sounds in response to a given stimu-
lus. 

      

-Change sounds to reflect different stimuli.  

 
-Play instruments in different ways and create sound 
effects 
-Handle and play instruments with  control 

     

 
-Play instruments in different ways and create sound 
effects. 
-Handle and play instruments with  control. 

      

 
-Perform long and short sounds in response to sym-
bols. 
-Create long and short sounds on instruments. 
-Play and sing phrase from dot notation 
-Record their own ideas. 
-Make their own symbols as part of a class score.  

 
-Perform together and follow instructions that combine 
the         musical elements.  

 
-Choose sounds and instruments carefully and make 
improvements to their own and others’ work.  

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 

National curriculum: 

DEVELOPING, PLANNING &        COM-
MUNICATING IDEAS 

-Draw on their own experience to help generate 
ideas 
-Suggest ideas and explain what they are going to 
do 

    what they intend to 
design and make 
-Model their ideas in card and paper 
-Develop their design ideas 

earlier research  

WORKING WITH TOOLS, EQUIPMENT, 
MATERIALS & COMPONENTS TO MAKE 

QUALITY PRODUCTS 
-Make their designing appropriate techniques 
-With help measure, mark out, cut and shape a 
range of materials 
-Use tools eg scissors and a hole punch safely 
assemble, join and combine materials and compo-
nents together using a variety of temporary 
methods e.g. glues or masking tape 
-Select and use appropriate fruit and vegetables, 
processes and tools 
-Use basic food handling, hygienic practices and 
personal hygiene 

to improve the 
appearance of their product  

EVALUATING PROCESSES & PRODUCTS 
-Evaluate their product by 

relation to the purpose 
-Evaluate their products as they are developed, 
identifying strengths and possible changes they 
might make 
-Evaluate their product by asking questions about 
what they have made and how they have gone 
about it  

PSHE 

Autumn 1: Working together 

Autumn 2:  Citizenship—Diversity and        commu-
nities 

Spring 1: Resilience: Make me a superhero 

Spring 2: RSE: Relationships and sex          educa-
tion 

Summer 1: Healthy and safer lifestyles 

Summer 2: British values & yr group choice 

SCIENCE 

WS1 asking simple questions & recognising 
that they can be answered in different ways  

WS2 Observing closely, using simple equip-
ment and measurement  

WS3 performing simple tests  

WS4 identifying and classification  

WS5 using their observations and ideas to 
suggest answers to questions  

WS6 gathering, recoding and communicating 
data and findings to help in  

WS7 use scientific language and read and 
spell  

WS8 begin to notice patterns and relation-
ships  

PLANTS 
P1 identify and name a variety of common wild 
and garden plants, incl deciduous and evergreen 
trees  
P2 identify and describe the basic structure of a 
variety of common flowering plants, including 
trees.  

ANIMALS, INCLUDING HUMANS 
P1 observe and describe how seeds and bulbs 
grow into mature plants  
P2 find out and describe how plants need water, 
light and a suitable temperature to grow and stay 
healthy.  

ANIMALS INCLUDING HUMANS 
AH1 identify and name a variety of animals in-
cluding fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mam-
mals  
AH2 identify and name a variety of common 
animals that are carnivores, herbivores and omni-
vores  
AH3 describe and compare the structure of a 
variety of common animals (fish, amphibians, 
reptiles, birds and mammals, including pets)  
AH4 identify, name, draw and label the basic 
parts of the human body and say which part of 
the body is associated with each sense.  

USES OF EVERYDAY MATERIALS 
EM1 distinguish between an object and the mate-
rial from which it is made  
EM2 identify and name a variety of everyday 
materials, including wood, plastic, glass, metal, 
water, and rock  
EM3 describe the simple physical properties of a 
variety of everyday materials  
EM4 compare and group together a variety of 
everyday materials on the basis of their simple 
physical properties.  

SEASONAL CHANGES 
SC1 observe changes across the four seasons  
SC2 observe and describe weather associated 
with the seasons and how day length varies.  

COMPUTING 

National curriculum 

TEXT & MULTIMEDIA 
Work with others and with support to contribute to a 
digital class resource which  includes text, graphic 
and sound.  

DIGITAL IMAGES 
Use a range of simple tools in a paint package / image 
manipulation software to create / modify a picture.  

SOUND & MUSIC 
Chose suitable sounds from a bank to express their 
ideas 
Record short speech 

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION 
Contribute ideas to a class email to another class / 
school etc.   

RESEARCH & E-SAFETY 
As a class exercise children explore information from 
a variety of sources (electronic, paper based, obser-
vations of the world around them, etc.). 
They show an awareness of different forms of infor-
mation   

 
Control simple everyday devices to make them 
produce different outcomes.  

 
As a class  or  individually with support, children use a 
simple pictogram or painting program to develop 
simple graphical awareness / one to one correspond-
ence.  

 
Make simple choices to control a simple simulation 
program.  

 
Show an awareness of the range of devices and tools 
they encounter in everyday life  

 
Show an awareness that what they create on a com-
puter or tablet device can be shown to others via 
another device (e.g. printer, projector, Apple TV)  

GEOGRAPHY 

National curriculum  

 

 

 

 
Follow directions (Up, down, 

  

 
Draw picture maps of imaginary places and from stories.  

 
Use own symbols on imaginary map.  

 
-Use a simple picture map to move around the school. 
-Recognise that it is about place. 

 
Use relative vocabulary (e.g.   

 
Draw around objects to make a plan.  

MAP KNOWLEDGE 
Learn names of some places within/around the 
UK. E.g. Home town, cities, countries 
e.g. Wales, France.  

STYLE OF MAP 
Picture maps and globes  

HISTORY  

National curriculum: 

 
-Sequence events in their life 
-Sequence 3 or 4 artefacts from 

 
-Match objects to people of different ages  

RANGE & DEPTH OF HISTORICAL 
KNOWLEDGE 

-Recognise the difference between past and 
present in their own and others lives 
-They know and recount episodes from     sto-
ries about the past  

INTERPRETATIONS OF HISTORY 
-Use stories to encourage children to distin-
guish between fact and fiction 
-Compare adults talking about the past – how 
reliable are their memories?  

about the 
past from sources of information e.g. arte-
facts,  

ORGANISATION & COMMUNICATION 
-Communicate their knowledge through: 
Discussion…. 
-Drawing pictures… Drama/role play.. Making 
models….. Writing.. 
-Using ICT 

Our key curriculum drivers: COMMUNICATION, HEALTH & Well-Being & OUR SCHOOL VALUES  

RE 

 
-Recall features of religious, spiritual and moral 
stories and other forms of religious expression.  
-Recognise and name features of religions and 
beliefs.  

ENQUIRING,INVESTIGATING & INTERPRET-
ING  

-Identify what they find interesting and puzzling 
in life. 
-Recognise symbols and other forms of  religious 
expression.  

BELIEFS & TEACHINGS 
-Recount outlines of some religious stories  

-Recognise features of religious life and practice  

EXPRESSION & LANGAUGE 
-Recognise some religious symbols and words  

IDENTIFY & EXPERIENCE 
-Identify aspects of own experience and feelings, 
in religious material studied  

MEANING & PURPOSE 
-Identify things they find interesting or puzzling, 
in religious materials studied  

VALUES & COMMITMENTS 
-Identify what is of value and concern to them-
selves, in religious material studied  
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MATHS  

  

MONEY 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

SHAOE VOCABULARY 
-Recognise and name common 2-D shapes (e.g. 
Square, circle, triangle) 
-Recognise and name common 3-D shapes (e.g. 
Cubes, cuboids, pyramids & spheres)  

MENTAL (+/-) 

  

POSITION AND DIRECTION 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH READING 

DECODING / FLUENCY 
-Apply phonic knowledge to decode words speed-
ily 
-Read all 40+ letters/groups for 40+ phonemes 
-Read accurately by blending taught GPC 
-Read common exception words 
-Read common suffixes (-s, -es, -ing, -ed, etc.) 
-Read multi-syllable words containing taught 
GPCs 
-Read contractions and understanding use of 
apostrophe 
-Read aloud phonically-decodable texts  

RANGE OF READING 
-Listening to and discussing a wide range of 
poems, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond 
that at which they can read independently 
-Being encouraged to link what they read or 
hear read to their own experiences  

FAMILIARITY WITH TEXTS 
-Becoming very familiar with key  stories, fairy 
stories and traditional tales, retelling them and 
considering their particular characteristics 
-Recognising and joining in with predictable 
phrases  

POETRY & PERFORMANCE 
-Learning to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to 

recite some by heart  

WORD MEANING  
-Discussing word meanings, linking new meanings 
to those already known  

UNDERSTANDING 
-Drawing on what they already know or on background 
information and vocabulary provided by the teacher 
-Checking that the text makes sense to them as 
they read and correcting inaccurate reading  

INFERENCE 
-Discussing the significance of the title and 
events 
-Making inferences on the basis of what is being 
said and done  

PREDICTION 
-Predicting what might happen on the basis of 
what has been read so far  

DISCUSSING READING 
-Participate in discussion about what is read to 
them, taking turns and listening to what others 
say 
-Explain clearly their understanding of what is 
read to them  

ENGLISH WRITING 

PHONIC & WHOLE WORD SPELLING 

 
 

 
 

  

OTHER WORD BUILDING SPELLING 

 
 

 

  

TRANSCRIPTION 

  

HANDWRITING 

 

 
 

 

  

PLANNING WRITING 

 
  

DRAFTING 

 

  

EDITING 

 

PERFORMING WRITING 
-Read their writing aloud clearly enough to be 
heard by their peers and the teacher.  

VOCABULARY 
 

  

GRAMMAR 

  

PUNCTUATION 

 

  

GRAMMATICAL TERMINOLOGY 

  

SPOKEN LANGUAGE 

appropriately 

questions 

-Maintain attention and participate   


